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Center for Interdisciplinary Research
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Ernst Wolfgang Böckenförde's Contributions to Theorizing the Relation 
Between Law and Religion 

Convenors:   Prof. Dr. Mirjam Künkler (Uppsala, SWE) 
   Prof. Dr. Tine Stein (Kiel, GER) 

29 September – 1 October 2016 

IN COOPERATION WITH: 

THURSDAY – 29 SEPTEMBER  

14:30 – 15:00 Welcome Address by Britta Padberg, Executive Secretary of ZiF 
Opening Remarks and Introduction by Mirjam Künkler and Tine Stein 

15:00 – 16:30 Afternoon Session I: Why do people obey the law? Legitimacy and Religion in 
Leibniz, Hobbes and Böckenförde 

  
 Matthias Armgardt (Konstanz): Leibniz and Böckenförde 
 Lars Vinx (Bilkent): Hobbes and Böckenförde 
 Discussant: Otto Kallscheuer (Sassari/Delmenhorst) and  

Aline-Florence Manent (Harvard) 
 

 Chair: Mirjam Künkler 
 

16.30 – 17.00 - Coffee break - 

17:00 – 18:30 Afternoon Session II: Law, Democracy and Homogeneity in the work of 
Böckenförde 

  
 Olivier Jouanjan (Paris): Böckenförde’s Theory of Democracy as a result of a 

Critical Reception of Carl Schmitt and Catholic Theology  
 Aline-Florence Manent (London): From Ethos to Relative Homogeneity. 

Böckenförde’s Constitutional Patriotism 
 Discussants: Gertrude Lübbe-Wolff (Bielefeld) and Dieter Gosewinkel (WZB) 

 
 Chair: Mirjam Künkler 

 

18:30 - Buffet Dinner at the ZiF - 
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FRIDAY – 30 SEPTEMBER 

09:30 – 11:00 
 
Morning Session I: The Böckenförde Dictum 

 

  
 Jan-Werner Mueller (Princeton): What the Dictum Really Meant 
 Christian Polke (Göttingen): The Böckenförde Paradox  
 Discussants: Tim Reiss (Frankfurt) and Mary Anne Case (Chicago) 

 
 Chair: Mirjam Künkler 

 

11:00 – 11:30 - Coffee break - 

11:30 – 13:00 Morning Session II: Böckenförde and the Court 

  
 Ute Sacksofsky (Frankfurt): The German Federal Constitutional Court’s 

Jurisprudence on Religion and Böckenförde's Work on Religious Freedom  
 Raul Pangalangan (ICC): A Catholic in the Office of Constitutional Judge 
 Discussants: Christian Polke (Göttingen) and Bill Kissane (LSE) 

 
 Chair: Mirjam Künkler 

 

13:00 - Lunch in the Dining Hall of the ZiF - 

14:30 – 15:15 Afternoon Session I: Human Dignity as a pre-legal principle? 

  
 Mary Anne Case (Chicago): Böckenförde and human dignity 
 Discussant: Michael Hollerich (St. Thomas) 

 
 Chair: Tine Stein 

 

15:15 – 15:45 - Coffee and Cake - 

15:45 – 17:15 Afternoon Session II: The State, Secularism and Beyond  

  
 José Casanova (Georgetown): State and Secularity Revisited in the Light of 

Böckenförde’s Work 
 Jean Cohen (Columbia): On the Genealogy of Legitimacy in the Modern 

Secular State. Beyond Political Theology and Post-Secularism 
 Discussants: Julian Rivers (Bristol) and Jan Werner Mueller (Princeton)  

 
 Chair: Tine Stein 

 

18:00 Dinner at "Das Wirtshaus 1802 im Bültmannshof" (self-paid) 
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SATURDAY – 1 OCTOBER 

09:15 – 10:00 Morning Session I: Religious Values in Democracies – Conflicts around 
Secularism and Liberalism (I) 

  
 Michael Hollerich (St. Thomas): The Concept of The Political and American 

Catholicism: Weltanschauliche Politics and Culture Wars 
 Discussant: Ute Sacksofsky (Frankfurt)  

 
 Chair: Tine Stein 

 

10:00 – 10:30 - Coffee break - 

10:30 – 12:00 Morning Session II: Religious Values in Democracies – Conflicts around 
Secularism and Liberalism (II) 

  
 Sam Watters (Princeton): The AKP’s Policy towards Religion and the Concept 

of Homogeneity  
 Julian Rivers (Bristol): Religious Liberty and Religious Extremism: Towards the 

Demise of Liberal Society? 
 Discussants: Bill Kissane (LSE) and Dieter Gosewinkel (WZB) 

 
 Chair: Tine Stein  

 

12:00 – 12:30 Closing discussion, further procedures and closing remarks 

12:30 - Light Lunch in the Dining Hall of the ZiF - 

  

  

 Format per panel: 15 minutes for each paper giver, 10-15 min for each discussant,  
35 min for plenary discussion 

 


